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MEETING SUMMARY 
Wildcat-San Pablo Creeks Watershed Council 

November 17, 2022 
10am – 12pm 

 
Attendance: Anne Bremirez, Tim Jensen, Tania Pulido, Amanda Booth, Chris Lim, Roger 
Wachtler, Liz Dodge, Peter Mangarella, Cathy Bleier, Naama Raz-Yaseef, Lydia Lapporte 
 
1. Introductions – Tim Jensen began the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
 
2. CUSP report – Ann Riley reported by email that the Contra Costa County Flood Control 
District’s Streamside Management Program for Landowners (SMPL) will be sponsoring a creek 
cleanup and planting project along the Rheem Creek channel behind Bayview School near 19th 
Avenue and Miner Road on Saturday, December 3rd starting at noon. The California Urban 
Streams Partnership will be directing this effort in coordination with the neighborhood and the 
Contra Costa County Resource Conservation District. They hope volunteers will join them to 
help this neighborhood. Tools will be provided. Training in installing soil bioengineering systems 
will be part of this event. County and City staff are encouraged to take part in the training if 
they like. December 10th is the backup date in case of rain. Please refer to the attached flier for 
more information. (Edit: the event was later postponed to January 7th) 
 
3. Urban Tilth report – Nathan Bickart reported by email that Urban Tilth's Watershed 
Restoration Crew is celebrating planting season! Recently they've installed hand-grown native 
riparian plants at Lower Wildcat Creek and at Cerrito Creek, while also tending to critical 
monarch butterfly habitat at Point Pinole (in partnership with East Bay Regional Park District). 
Exciting news: the Fred Jackson Way rain gardens construction is underway! Sidewalks are 
starting to go in this week and Urban Tilth’s Field Crew will be planting the rain gardens with 
their native plants in the New Year. In partnership with The Watershed Project, they also 
hosted their annual Halloween trick-or-treat event at Wildcat Creek and Verde Elementary, an 
annual highlight with lots of joyful celebration of the Creek and Trail! 
 
Adele Ho added by email that the Fred Jackson Way rain gardens bioretention basins and storm 
drain connections have been constructed. They successfully installed the storm drain pipe 
underneath the existing Pacific Gas & Electric gas line and existing East Bay Municipal Utility 
District asbestos cement pipe. Basin backfilling and planting remain to be done. A good portion 
of curb gutter and sidewalk have been completed on Fred Jackson Way, and work is continuing.   
 
4. SPAWNERS report – Anne Bremirez shared that SPAWNERS has hired a new Coordinator, 
Charlotte Diamant (cdiamant@thewatershedproject.org). 
 
Charlotte Diamant reported by email that, in the last fiscal quarter (between July and 
September), SPAWNERS attended the El Sobrante Stroll together with the El Sobrante/94803 
Green Team. They also co-hosted successful Coastal Cleanup events with the El Sobrante/94803 
Green Team, drawing 60 volunteers who helped fill roughly one 40-yard dumpster with trash 
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collected from the streets and creeks. SPAWNERS sponsored two summer walk-and-talks on 
Codornices Creek (with naturalist Bob Flasher) and the Pavon Creeks Project (with East Bay 
Municipal Utility District biologist Bert Mulchaey). Winter is a quiet time for SPAWNERS, and 
while they have some field trips and volunteer work-days coming up, there are no major public 
events on the calendar. 
 
Tim Jensen shared that the Pavon Creek property (which is located at the intersection of Pinole 
Valley Road and Castro Ranch Road), along with several sites nearby, was purchased by East 
Bay Municipal Utility District in hopes of using it as a reservoir. Instead, they are now using 
those properties as restoration and mitigation sites. 
 
Lydia Lapporte added that Friends of Pinole Creek recently did a planting project on East Bay 
Municipal Utility District lands. 
 
5. The Watershed Project report – Anne Bremirez reported that they are scheduling K-12 
education programs at Richmond High, Verde, Olinda, and Montalvin schools. They are hosting 
an event on Saturday November 19th to steward the bioswale at Booker T. Anderson 
Community Park and assess community preferences for the habitat garden at Shields-Reid Park. 
They will be hosting a Zoom community meeting for the Rheem Creek restoration project on 
December 14th in the evening. They have some exciting new partnerships for their Contra Costa 
Countywide creek water quality monitoring program, including with Trout Unlimited to monitor 
upper Wildcat Creek and SPAWNERS to monitor San Pablo Creek. Their Environmental 
Monitoring and Restoration Coordinator, Satoko Mills, will be presenting about the monitoring 
program at Save Mount Diablo’s Dr. Mary Bowerman Science and Research Colloquium on 
December 8th. The Watershed Project is currently recruiting a new cohort of Green Collar Corps 
members age 17-24 for paid internships, and are especially seeking more young people from 
Richmond to participate in the program. Interested candidates should be referred to the Youth 
Field Crew Manager, Pinkie Young (pinkie@thewatershedproject.org) or The Watershed 
Project’s website (www.thewatershedproject.org/green-careers). 
 
Naama Raz-Yaseef reported that The Watershed Project conducted a recent site visit to the 
Wildcat Creek fish ladder with the Parent-Teacher Association from Verde K-8 School, almost all 
of whom had never seen or heard of the fish passage prior to the event. The Watershed Project 
also recently attended a Celebration of Learning event at Verde and conducted a site visit with 
the California Department of Fish & Wildlife’s Delta Unit. They are using a survey to gather 
input on priorities for community benefits, and in the process of drafting a 50% Community 
Benefit Plan. Naama noted that the community is raising concerns about public safety along the 
Wildcat Creek Trail. 
 
On September 15th, several partners hosted a tour of North Richmond for the Environmental 
Protection Agency as a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. 
Representatives visited the Urban Tilth Farm, the shoreline adjacent to the West County 
Wastewater facility, and ended at Dotson Family Marsh. Several highly ranked officials 
attended, and The Watershed Project has received interest in collaboration from the East Bay 
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Regional Parks District and Buffy Wicks’ office in the wake of the event. The Watershed Project 
will be giving a presentation on the North Richmond Shoreline Adaptation Project during the 
January 3rd North Richmond Municipal Advisory Council meeting. For meeting information, 
contact Tania Pulido (Tania.Pulido@bos.cccounty.us). 
 
Tim Jensen added that he attended the early portions of the Environmental Protection Agency 
site visit. The Environmental Protection Agency brought 25 people in a tour bus, and officials 
from the Regional Water Board, California Environmental Protection Agency, State Coastal 
Conservancy, and other agencies attended. They enjoyed hearing about the community 
engagement, investment in youth, and garden at the Urban Tilth Farm, and enjoyed seeing the 
rain gardens under construction along Fred Jackson Way. 
 
6. Golden Gate Audubon Society report – Cathy Bleier reported that they will host an event in 
collaboration with the Greater Richmond Interfaith program at Dotson Family Marsh on 
December 3rd from noon to 3p.m.  A Berkeley therapist, Frank Davis, who works with people on 
the benefits of getting outside, will be in attendance. The second year of the Richmond 
Christmas bird count will be held the morning of January 1st. Cathy will be leading groups along 
lower Wildcat Creek and at Hilltop Lake, but others will be all over Richmond. More information 
is available on Golden Gate Audubon Society’s website 
(https://goldengateaudubon.org/birding-resources/birding-information/christmas-bird-counts). 
 
They are offering a scholarship program for people of color and those working in an educational 
capacity to receive a year’s worth of classes free. They opened up 10 scholarships, which filled 
quickly and Nathan Bickart from Urban Tilth had a list of 10 more interested people they were 
unable to accommodate. Golden Gate Audubon Society is looking into hosting a “train the 
trainer” class for staff from organizations such as Urban Tilth, YES Nature to Neighborhoods, 
and The Watershed Project. This could happen as soon as spring 2023. The scholarship program 
will continue to operate annually. 
 
They hosted a cleanup with Trout Unlimited and had low volunteer turnout. Their volunteer 
program is usually structured as a stewardship site where Golden Gate Audubon Society does 
regular cleanups. They need more advance notice to recruit participants for one-off events. 
They are interested in doing a cleanup around Point Molate in preparation for osprey nesting 
season. 
 
Naama Raz-Yaseef shared that the San Francisco Bay Shoreline Alliance King Tide project is 
happening on December 23-24 and January 21-22. They plan to create a story map with photos 
taken by community members during king tide events, to visualize what sea-level rise will look 
like in specific locations around the bay. She wondered about the possibility of coordinating this 
with the Christmas bird count. 
 
7. Community Based Ecological Solutions in Rheem Watershed (City of Richmond) – Anne 
Bremirez reported that The Watershed Project is ramping up community engagement for this 
project, after being out of touch with the neighbors for about a year while the City and project 
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partners have finalized contracts. They will be attending the Fairmede-Hilltop Neighborhood 
Council meeting tonight, and hosting a Zoom community workshop for residents and others in 
the region to learn more about the project on December 14th at 6:30 p.m. Restoration Design 
Group is in the process of advancing the project designs from 65% to 90%. The project team is 
in discussion with the State Coastal Conservancy about funding for green infrastructure in the 
upper watershed. 
 
8. San Francisco Estuary Partnership (SFEP) report –  Liz Juvera was not present to provide a 
report. 
 
9. West County Wastewater update – Naama Raz-Yaseef reported that the North Richmond 
Horizontal Levee Stakeholder Work Group met yesterday, and that Mithun, Environmental 
Science Associates, and The Watershed Project provided updates on the design progress. 
Mithun is planning to apply for a grant to advance the project, due in January. A researcher 
attended the meeting who is working on finding unique funding solutions for projects like the 
shoreline adaptation project. Attendance is starting to wane at stakeholder workgroup 
meetings, and the project team is struggling to keep stakeholders engaged, especially since Josh 
Bradt left the Bay Conservation and Development Commission. 
 
Tim Jensen suggested the County Supervisor’s Office may help with keeping stakeholders 
engaged, and Amanda Booth shared that some grants are coming up that might allow for 
acquisition of property, if that is of interest. 
 
Tania Pulido shared that Supervisor Gioia’s Office has been meeting with some parcel owners, 
and they plan to continue these meetings, but there is some question as to the County’s 
authority to require parcel owners to participate and cooperate in a sea-level rise resilience 
process. Supervisor Gioia is engaged in conversations with the Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission about structures that would grant this authority. 
 
Cathy Bleier asked if there is a legislative move for land use planning around shipping facilities, 
and Tania replied that those efforts are largely taking place within the Bay Conservation and 
Development Commission. 
 
10. City of San Pablo report – Amanda Booth reported that the Rumrill Complete Streets 
project, which treats 9.2 acres of stormwater before it enters Wildcat and San Pablo Creeks, is 
well under construction. The Sutter Avenue Green Streets project, which addresses major 
flooding issues at a low point in the city by installing green infrastructure and upgrading the 
storm drain system, is at 95% designs and will go to construction next year. The currently 
vacant parcels adjacent to Wildcat Creek and the new San Pablo City Hall will be developed into 
a Police Department and residential and mixed-use facilities in the next 2-3 years. The San 
Pablo bridge replacement project is in design, and the City is still pursuing grants to fully fund 
the project. Their application for Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and 
Equity (RAISE) funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation was unsuccessful, but they 
plan to apply in the next round for $10 million to finish this project.  
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They have a current request for proposals out for a community outreach consultant, to focus on 
a public outreach campaign regarding litter and illegal dumping. The campaign will encourage 
good behavior but also let the public know that enforcement efforts will be ramping up. The 
City will provide stipends to neighborhood champions to do cleanups and publicize currently 
underutilized programs offered through the City, such as dump vouchers, free bulky item 
pickups, free mattress drop-offs, and a free household hazardous waste facility. The City also 
offers free dumpster days, including mini dumpster days at apartment complexes for the first 
time this year, which are the only fully-utilized program. These programs are set up by the City 
but paid for by San Pablo residents’ waste rates, so they are only available to San Pablo 
residents. The City has in the past tried to coordinate dumpster days with the City of Richmond 
and Contra Costa County, but this led to confusion among residents about where they were 
allowed to go and a shortage of dumpsters from Republic Services. 
 
The Wildcat Creek Trail and Road 20 urban greening projects are complete. 
 
Tania Pulido asked about the estimated completion date for the Rumrill Complete Streets 
project. Amanda replied that they expect the project to be substantially complete by spring of 
next year, and fully complete by summer. 
 
Peter Mangarella asked whether the City is still collaborating with Salesian College Preparatory. 
Amanda replied that an Advanced Placement Environmental Science class comes to the trail 
once a month on Wednesdays to conduct litter pickups and plant counts. The Richmond High 
EarthTeam club also conducts litter pickups. 
 
11. City of Richmond report – Patrick Phelan was not present to provide a report. 
 
12. Contra Costa Resource Conservation District report – Chris Lim reported that they 
completed a Wildfire Regional Priority Plan a few weeks ago, which is focused on natural 
resources and how the community can collaborate to protect natural resources against wildfire. 
Chris will share a link to the report when they receive confirmation from the funders. They 
received a grant from the California Association of Resource Conservation Districts to hire a 
nearly full-time staff member for three years to implement the Wildfire Regional Priority Plan. 
Chris will share a link to the job posting. The Resource Conservation District is helping to plan a 
U.S. Forest Service international seminar on climate change in May. A cohort of 16 people from 
all over the world will spend one week in Sacramento and one week in Emeryville learning 
about climate change, community engagement, nature-based solutions, and environmental 
justice. Chris suggested they might do a site visit or field trip with the Council. Anne Bremirez 
shared that the Council usually hosts their spring site walk in May and suggested coordinating 
these field trips. 
 
Lydia Lapporte reported that Friends of Pinole Creek recently hosted a planting event with their 
Pinole Creek allies program, which includes local businesses and schools. They also host 
monthly litter cleanups. 
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Chris asked whether it would be acceptable to provide updates on activities in the Pinole Creek 
Watershed during the Council meetings, and Tim Jensen agreed. 
 
13. County Watershed Program report – Tim Jensen shared that, for the North Richmond 
Watershed Connections project, Urban Tilth is nearly done with the street construction on the 
rain gardens, and the next phase will be planting. The Watershed Project will begin their Adopt-
a-Tree program. 
 
Anne Bremirez added that The Watershed Project is working on the initial planning for the 
Adopt-a-Tree program and tree planting is planned for fall of 2023. They are also beginning to 
plan the artwork and interpretive features included in the project. 
 
14. Flood Control report – Tim Jensen raised the idea of forming a Friends of Wildcat Creek 
group, which could provide better coordination that the Wildcat-San Pablo Watershed Council 
and be better stewards of the creek, particularly lower Wildcat Creek. The idea of forming a 
Friends group was discussed approximately ten years ago, but there is a lot more engagement 
from local groups now. The Flood Control District would fund a paid Coordinator position, held 
by one of the local non-profit organizations; the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District 
and The Watershed Project have both played this role in the past. 
 
Tim explained that the Flood Control District does not do maintenance within the channel 
downstream of the fish ladder, because it is intended to function as a natural creek. The County 
maintenance crews, who use tools such as chainsaws and herbicides, are also not the right fit 
for vegetation management in creeks. In the past, the Wildcat-San Pablo Creeks Watershed 
Council has had a more active hands-on role in creek stewardship, and stewardship concerns 
can also be raised and addressed through the Council. Tania Pulido offered to work on a report 
of maintenance and safety concerns raised by the Verde K-8 School Parent-Teacher Association, 
to be presented at the next Council meeting. Roger Wachtler requested that anyone looking to 
remove vegetation in the creek channel be mindful of the need to retain vegetation coverage 
for trout. A discussion ensued about the need to balance retaining enough tree canopy and 
vegetation coverage for trout habitat, while also addressing the community’s safety concerns 
by clearing enough vegetation to have open site lines and minimize places for people to hide. 
These goals and priorities should be reevaluated on an annual basis, since removing invasive 
vegetation is a long-term project. 
 
Returning to the question of forming a Friends of Wildcat Creek group, Tim Jensen asked 
whether the group was supportive of the idea or had any concerns. Several members in 
attendance expressed their support and desire to loop in additional organizations such as 
Urban Tilth and other members of Friends of the Richmond Greenway. Anne Bremirez raised 
the need to avoid placing the burden of maintenance, stewardship, and cleanups on the 
community, and Naama Raz-Yaseef suggested discussing the goals of a Friends of Wildcat Creek 
group before its formation; for example, is the goal for community volunteers to clean 
vegetation from the creek, or for community volunteers to be part of a decision-making and 
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advocacy group? Tim Jensen responded that, for vegetation clearing, paid internship programs 
(like Urban Tilth’s Watershed Restoration Crew and The Watershed Project’s Green Collar 
Corps) are a more successful and equitable model. 
 
Chris Lim shared that the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District has been doing Trout in 
the Classroom programming for the last couple of years and wondered about bringing it to 
Verde K-8 School as a connection to the fish ladder. Roger Wachtler offered to assist with this, if 
someone was willing to provide the connection with the school. Anne Bremirez shared that the 
Richmond Outdoors Coalition is beginning a planning process focused on North Richmond and 
Verde K-8 School specifically. This could be a way for various organizations including Trout 
Unlimited, the Contra Costa Resource Conservation District, The Watershed Project, and 
Golden Gate Audubon Society to coordinate their programming at Verde. 
 
Tim Jensen directed Anne Bremirez to issue a call for sign-ups for two subcommittees of the 
Wildcat-San Pablo Creeks Watershed Council: 

1. Friends of Wildcat Creek: To explore creating a Friends of Wildcat Creek group. 
2. Wildcat Creek Safety: To address Wildcat Creek safety concerns raised by the Verde K-8 

School Parent-Teacher Association. 
 

15. Wildcat Creek Fish Passage Subcommittee report (Trout Unlimited) – Peter Mangarella 
reported that on December 5th, the project team will meet with the California Department of 
Fish & Wildlife and the Department of Water Resources to review the current 65% designs, 
which the project team has refined. The Contra Costa County Flood Control District and 
FlowWest are preparing permits, and have run into some issues regarding cultural resources 
and permitting at the sediment basin. On November 1st, California Department of Fish & 
Wildlife officials (who will be the ones permitting the project) visited the site and provided 
helpful comments to the project team. The project currently has funding for planning, and the 
project team is looking at grants for construction. 
 
Trout Unlimited is interested in evaluating water and fish habitat quality in the upper Wildcat 
Creek watershed. They have developed a concept plan for this work, and The Watershed 
Project is facilitating a meeting with Trout Unlimited and East Bay Regional Park District to 
gauge their interest in collaboration. 
 
16. New Items / Other Roundtable Reports— Tim Jensen reported hearing of several funding 
opportunities that have increased budgets this year, and requested that the Financial 
Subcommittee meet to evaluate current grant opportunities and keep the grant spreadsheet 
updated. Specifically, he mentioned that the Contra Costa County Fish & Wildlife Committee 
received a windfall of funding from a Kinder Morgan oil spill, so the budget for their grant 
program has increased this year. 
 
17. NEXT MEETING: TBD 
Anne Bremirez will poll the group on their preferred meeting schedule and format. 
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