MEETING SUMMARY
Wildcat-San Pablo Creeks Watershed Council
September 8, 2022
10am – 12pm
Attendance: Anne Bremirez, Tim Jensen, Cathy Bleier, Peter Mangarella, Roger Wachtler, Tim
Mollette-Parks, Joe Neugebauer, Liz Juvera, Michelle Gioli, Adele Ho, Jim McGrath, Lydia
Lapporte
1. Introductions – Tim Jensen began the meeting at 10:00 a.m.
2. CUSP report – Ann Riley reported by email that the California Urban Streams Partnership is
sponsoring a Rheem Creek planting and trash cleanup day at Rheem Creek next to Bayview
Elementary School for Saturday, November 19 between 14 th and 18th Streets. The event will
entail training in installing soil bioengineering. The CUSP has applied for an encroachment
permit from the County and has provided a certificate of insurance. They encourage
organizations who would like to join the neighborhood (such as Golden Gate Audubon) to hold
the date open, and they will provide more details as the date approaches. City and County
employees are also open.
Tim Jensen added that these activities are part of the Streamside Management Program for
Landowners (SMPL). More information can be found on their website
(https://www.californiaurbanstreamspartnership.com/SMPL) and brochure
(https://www.contracosta.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/56200/SMPL-Brochure-PDF?bidId=).
3. Urban Tilth report – Nathan Bickart reported by email that their Watershed Restoration Field
Crew has been hard at work at Lower Wildcat Creek, San Pablo Creek, Cerrito Creek, and
Codornices Creek reducing fuel loads and removing invasive species, while also growing lots of
California native plants in anticipation of a fall planting season. At lower Wildcat Creek, they’ve
had some access issues to their sites due to an encampment of some unhoused neighbors. They
were apparently hostile to the CORE Creeks Team, and it’s hard to know the
ethical/compassionate way forward in that case.
Construction of the Fred Jackson Way rain gardens is currently scheduled to start on September
12. Urban Tilth will be at Dotson Marsh for Coastal cleanup Day on September 17 from 9am12pm, and invite others to join them:
https://portal.goldenvolunteer.com/timeslots/0wgLS3qkIV
Adele Ho reported that construction of the Fred Jackson Way rain gardens was delayed due a
finding of metal contamination in the roadway by EBMUD during planning for a pipe
replacement. They suspect the metal was in the road base when the road was originally
constructed. The contractor is going to start with potholing for utilities and soil samples will be
taken at the same time. Due to the presence of an archaeological site at Fred Jackson Way and
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Brookside Drive, archaeologists and a Native American monitor will be present during digging in
that area, including potholing. Despite the delays, they are confident in being able to move
forward with the project. They are using a local contractor, California Constructores, and their
Watershed Crew is propagating all the plants for the project except the trees, and will be doing
the planting and ongoing maintenance. They received $422,000 in Coastal Conservancy funding
for the rain garden portion of the project.
At the North Richmond farm, they hope to start construction on the buildings, including a
Watershed Workshop, native plant nursery, greenhouse, and farm support buildings such as a
tool shed and honey extraction shed. Their veggie box program feeds 500 families per week,
and excess produce is provided to the community for free at a farmstand in downtown North
Richmond. There was a farm bill listening session yesterday at the farm.
On September 16, there will be an EPA tour stop at the North Richmond farm.
4. SPAWNERS report – Lauren Iverson reported by email that SPAWNERS is co-hosting a Coastal
Cleanup event on September 24 with the El Sobrante Green Team (flyer attached). Everyone is
invited. Information about Contra Costa County Coastal Cleanup events is available at this link:
https://thewatershedproject.org/coastal-cleanup-2022
Anne Bremirez reported that SPAWNERS is in the process of hiring a new Coordinator since
Lauren moved out of the area.
5. The Watershed Project report – Juliana Gonzalez reported by email that The Watershed
Project (TWP) is looking forward to two community events this month. They will be hosting
Coastal Cleanup Day at Shimada Friendship Park in Richmond on September 17 and on
September 24, hosting a Wildcat Creek cleanup. The Wildcat Creek cleanup will also serve as a
community information and outreach event around the planned fish passage, and Trout
Unlimited, Golden Gate Audubon, FlowWest, and Mithun will be tabling. Details on these
events are available on TWP’s website: https://thewatershedproject.org/events
The North Richmond Horizontal Levee project is reaching its final stages of community
meetings around the initial design of the project prototype and 5 mile concept design. TWP will
be reconvening with the community advisory group for three final meetings to report back on
project and design ideas, community survey results and final conclusions. The meetings will
take place this month on Monday evenings.
TWP is looking forward to installing some new monitoring sensors for dry/wet conditions and
water temperatures in Wildcat Creek and will start monitoring in October. Their environmental
education team is getting ready to start programs in local schools, and this year will have more
programs in Richmond schools including Verde Elementary. They hope to apply for a few grants
in the near future including two Environmental Protection Agency grants and the Regional
Climate Collaboratives grant. They will use the funding to continue their work in the San Pablo,
Wildcat, and Rheem Creek Watersheds.
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Anne Bremirez added that they are still in the process of hiring a Youth Field Crew Manager.
Roger Wachtler reported that Trout Unlimited is interested in creek monitoring upstream of the
Wildcat Creek fish ladder, and to coordinate with Joe Sullivan at East Bay Regional Park District.
Their fisheries staff had previously monitored water quality, temperature, and were trying to
catch fish.
6. Golden Gate Audubon Society report – Cathy Bleier reported that Golden Gate Audubon
Society (GGAS) has been around for 100 years in the Bay Area, with 500 members in their
service area which includes San Francisco, Oakland, Alameda, Orinda, Berkeley, and the
Richmond area. Their mission is to protect birds and their habitats.
GGAS’ Richmond Initiative Committee is finally rolling out. They have five areas of interest:
 Expand access to communities in Richmond to enjoy birding and learn about their
habitats. They would like to expand the number of field trips and attendance on field
trips by advertising in new venues. They are also willing to give tailored talks for groups
or organizations that already exist.
 Find a key conservation project to support. Possibilities include the horizontal levee,
Wildcat Creek project, or Jewel Lake.
 Continue their eco education program. Traditionally this program is for 3 rd-5th grade, but
they are looking to expand to older grades. They have been in touch with YES Nature to
Neighborhoods about their programming.
 Support cleanup and restoration events, including adopting a site for monthly events.
They would like to hear from residents what their priorities are and show up to support
events from already-active groups. It’s helpful to have lead time when requesting
support.
 Expand access to their adult education program by giving tuition scholarships to people
who are nominated by local community groups.
All (not just GGAS members) are welcome at their first meeting next week—contact Cathy for
details. They are also looking for new members based in Richmond.
7. Community Based Ecological Solutions in Rheem Watershed (City of Richmond) – Rich
Walkling reported by email that the Richmond City Council approved the contracts in July and
the project has begun the final phase of design and implementation. They are expecting to
resubmit their permit applications by the end of September and have a bid package ready by
spring.
Anne Bremirez added that the project team is looking for someone to represent the County
Public Works/Flood Control at their meetings. Michelle Cordis used to attend but has since
switched departments. Tim Jensen offered to attend the meetings for now, and may find
someone else to attend going forward.
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8. Rheem Creek Vision proposal – Scott Dusterhoff reported by email that, for lower Rheem
Creek, San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI) is proposing to work with The Watershed Project,
East Bay Regional Park District, and Contra Costa County Flood Control District to develop a
community-driven vision for realigning the creek and have it drain directly into Dotson Family
Marsh. This will provide sediment the marsh will need to build in elevation and keep pace with
sea-level rise. The vision will build on all the great work that has already been done on the
lower creek and follow the approach SFEI has established in previous visioning efforts (e.g.
lower Novato Creek, lower Walnut Creek, Calabazas-San Tomas Aquinio-Pond A8). They are
excited about the possibility of working with the Watershed Council on this effort, and Scott
offered to speak with any interested Council members individually or as a group. A full
proposal synopsis is attached.
Tim Mollette-Parks suggested the project team coordinate with Mithun on the studies they’ve
done around sea-level rise along the North Richmond Shoreline.
9. San Francisco Estuary Partnership (SFEP) report – Liz Juvera reported that the Estuary
Blueprint is approved by the Environmental Protection Agency and published, after two years
of production. It is valid through 2028 and identifies 25 action areas. It is available to the public
online at the links below, and printed copies can be requested from Liz.
SFEP Website: https://www.sfestuary.org/estuary-blueprint
Complete, ADA-compliant report (PDF): https://www.sfestuary.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/08/SFBP_2022_ADA_080922.pdf
Storymap: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d06990817bde4eb5b185881ad2ab9545
Next Friday, September 16, an Environmental Protection Agency Administrator will be doing a
site visit to North Richmond in celebration of the 50 th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. They
will be visiting sites and milestones that were possible with Clean Water Act funding, including
West County Wastewater and the horizontal levee project, the Urban Tilth farm, and a press
conference at Dotson Family Marsh. Everyone is invited to the Dotson Family Marsh press
conference, which begins at 11:30am.
Josh Bradt is no longer with SFEP.
10. West County Wastewater update – Joe Neugebauer reported that they are also looking
forward to the EPA tour and press conference on September 16, during which they’ll be
speaking about the horizontal levee and other initiatives.
A couple of weeks ago, they had a ~35,000 gallon sewer spill into San Pablo Creek (a major spill
is over 50,000 gallons). It came out of a manhole by Road 20 and San Pablo Ave. They
monitored water quality upstream, onsite, and downstream of the spill that entire week.
Within the first day or two, bacteria levels had dropped back to background levels, presumably
since there was enough flow to flush it out. They also hired a restoration company to replace
contaminated soil. The upstream coliform bacteria count was already high, likely due to large
numbers of unhoused people in the creek, but the results were also somewhat confusing. Anne
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Bremirez and Adele Ho shared that previous coliform monitoring results were also confusing.
No fish kills were detected, and ducks and other wildlife were observed downstream within
days of the spill.
Adele Ho mentioned that in the past, there were sometimes illegal sewer connections to the
creek, and she is not sure if any still exist.
Jim McGrath reported that it’s difficult with coliform monitoring to get the sampling density
needed to evaluate clear trends, but observationally, the smell of human waste (which differs
from the smell of wildlife waste) is present at the mouth of every urban creek after a rain.
Joe Neugebauer reported that cities have been in discussion about a possible program to
supply port-a-potties to minimize waste entering creeks.
West County Wastewater applied for Ocean Protection Council Proposition 68 funding, with
letters of support from San Francisco Estuary Partnership and Supervisor John Gioia’s office.
They are hopeful that they’ll receive that funding to advance designs from 30% to 70% for the
prototype horizontal levee at West County Wastewater and continue collaboration with
stakeholders along the entire shoreline, to find project champions for other areas.
The Clean and Green project, which consists of a variety of energy efficiency upgrades including
a switch in biosolids handling to produce Class A biosolids that can be land applied, broke
ground around 2-3 months ago. It will be about a five year project.
On Sunday, September 18, they will be participating at the El Sobrante Stroll and educating
people about pollutants, mostly flushable wipes and fats, oils, and grease disposal. California’s
labeling law went into effect in July. Now wipes must have a clear “do not flush” label if they
don’t meet flushability standards, and plastic fibers must make up 1% or less of the wipe. There
is a ban of Perfluoroalkoxy alkanes (PFA) in textiles working its way through the legislature, and
another that would require any product containing PFA to be listed on an online database.
Adele Ho commented that one of the buildings Urban Tilth is installing is a composting toilet.
They will need to figure out where to dispose of the biosolids and who can haul them (they are
not yet allowed to be land applied).
Joe Neugebauer replied that the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center has done a lot of research
on composting toilets and may know of resources, and the Bay Area Biosolids Coalition consists
of various company representatives who are experts and may be able to help.
11. City of San Pablo report – Tim Jensen reported that there is a pilot program next year as
part of a regional alternative compliance grant, in which they will be studying the possibility of
stormwater treatment construction being tradeable between cities. San Pablo is taking the lead
with the Contra Costa Clean Water Program and looking at the possibility of a countywide
community facilities district to fund the program.
12. City of Richmond report – City of Richmond staff were not available to provide a report.

5

13. County Watershed Program report – Tim Jensen reported that the Watershed Program is
involved with the Urban Tilth farm project and North Richmond Watershed Connections
project, which includes planting trees along County right-of-way through The Watershed
Project’s adopt-a-tree program. Urban Tilth has drone footage of the pedestrian route along
Fred Jackson Way.
The Watershed Program is working on their annual reporting to the Water Board for the
Municipal Regional Permit (MRP). The new MRP took effect July 1 and has a number of new
requirements including reducing trash credits for creek and shoreline cleanups, and increasing
green infrastructure.
14. Flood Control report – Tim Jensen reported that, for the Lower Walnut Creek project, all
infrastructure construction has been completed, and the site turned over to John Muir Land
Trust to do the public amenities and access portion. Construction of trails and benches is
starting this fall, and will be open to the public next year.
The Flood Control crews are inspecting and getting ready for winter, and adjusting to the “new
normal” of alternating between drought and intense storms. They are considering how to plan
for future conditions, when looking backward in time as a reference point doesn’t work
anymore.
15. Wildcat Creek Fish Passage Subcommittee report (Trout Unlimited) – Peter Mangarella
reported that Guz Amirzheni with Contra Costa County Flood Control is the project manager of
a Department of Water Resources grant, which extends through 2024, to restore the Wildcat
Creek fish ladder. The District has biweekly meetings with their consulting firm, FlowWest, and
partners, Mithun and The Watershed Project. They are focused on the design and modeling
flow depths and velocities, and the permitting is moving along. Trout Unlimited is helping with
volunteers whenever possible. The current grant is for planning, and they are in search of
implementation funds and planning to submit an application for the Environmental Protection
Agency’s San Francisco Bay Water Quality Improvement Fund grant program due September
19. The construction phase is expected to cost ~$3 million.
Peter Mangarella and Anne Bremirez are presenting about the project to the Sierra Club Green
Friday program tomorrow evening. There will be two community outreach events at Wildcat
Creek: one on September 24 (intended mostly for Golden Gate Audubon and Trout Unlimited
volunteers) and one on Halloween (intended mostly for Verde School families). There are also
several Coastal Cleanup events happening throughout the month of September.
16. New Items / Other Roundtable Reports— Adele Ho reported that Contra Costa County is
updating their general plan for unincorporated Contra Costa County, and invited interested
parties to visit the Envision Contra Costa website to submit comments. She also reported that
Mike Carlson passed away suddenly at the end of July. Mike retired not long ago and was a
great champion of the watersheds. There will be a celebration of his life on October 9 th from 25pm at the Pleasant Hill Senior Center. An RSVP form is available at the following link:
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9SJz8nEgaSD6YnsM0qjCNoFsk9jWRmRr0pLqHqVnqMlYjA/viewform
Tim Jensen reported that the Giving the Natives a Chance event, which includes pulling weeds
and installing native grass plugs in a flood control channel in Concord, will take place on
December 10. Mike Carlson spearheaded the event and it will carry his name going forward.
Tim Mollette-Parks reported that the community group for the horizontal levee project is
meeting next Monday evening, and that the Clean and Green upgrades at West County
Wastewater are providing more room along the marsh to think about the levee alignment. This
wouldn’t affect the existing wetlands, but would also allow wetland migration to happen with
sea-level rise. In September and October, they will be organizing meetings with stakeholders
and parcelholders just north and south of the West County Wastewater property, which are the
most vulnerable places to sea-level rise, according to models. They are organizing folks into
smaller focused workgroups based on zones: the North Zone protects the Richmond Parkway
and South Zone protects the North Richmond neighborhood. Phase I of the project (current
phase) includes preliminary planning. Phase II is design and permitting, and Phase III is
implementation. Mithun flew a drone along Wildcat and San Pablo marshes, up Wildcat Creek,
and a little bit into the neighborhood if anyone would like access to the footage.
Cathy Bleier reported that on eBird, there is a list of 96 species that people have seen in Wildcat
Creek. If anyone ever needs a list of bird species in a particular area, Golden Gate Audubon
Society can provide one.
Tim Jensen adjourned the meeting in honor of Mike Carlson at 11:53 a.m.
17. NEXT MEETING: November 10th 10am-noon
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CELEBRATE COASTAL CLEANUP
EL SOBRANTE/RICHMOND (94803)
Saturday, September 24

Registration starts at 9:30 AM at the El Sobrante Library
4191 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA 94803

Clean communities = clean coasts!

Volunteer Activities
9:30 AM - 12 PM

Volunteer Appreciation
11:30 AM - 2 PM

• Street litter pickup
• Creek cleanup

• Live music
• Food & drinks

For more information, please visit:
www.spawners.org or KeepElSobranteBeautiful.info

Sediment Solutions: Integrated Sediment
Management for Watershed-Bayland Ecosystem
Resilience
EPA Water Quality Improvement Fund Proposal Synopsis
San Francisco Estuary Institute

The Bay Area community is committed to maintaining
healthy watersheds and baylands that are resilient to
the challenges on the horizon that will come with a
changing climate. Recent efforts including the
Sediment for Survival report (Dusterhoff et al. 2021)
have indicated that even under a wetter future with an
increased sediment supply to the Bay, there will likely
not be enough natural sediment reaching tidal
wetlands under current management approaches to
allow them to keep pace with a rising sea level. That
report highlights a suite of management actions for
supplying more sediment to baylands to help them
survive sea-level rise. Key actions include increasing
the amount of sediment that reaches existing baylands
naturally, and increasing beneficial reuse of sediment
removed from watershed channels. Natural sediment
delivery can be improved through landscape
modifications that re-establish historical sediment
delivery pathways from creeks onto baylands,
realigning creeks to transport sediment more
efficiently, and managing flows to move more fine
sediment out of watersheds and onto downstream
baylands. In addition, the report suggests the
development of local strategies for increasing the
amount of sediment removed from flood control channels and other structures that goes to
bayland restoration and shoreline resilience projects, as well as channel
restoration/enhancement projects. The ultimate goal is to develop management approaches that

increase bayland sediment supply and support long-term resilience while also supporting and
enhancing watershed ecosystems under a changing climate.
This proposed project, called Sediment Solutions, seeks to build from previous successful
WQIF efforts (e.g., Healthy Watershed Resilient Baylands, Preparing for the Storm) to develop
near-term and longer-term management approaches for supporting bayland and watershed
health and resilience at select locations in San Francisco Bay. The results can be used as
guidance for developing multi-benefit management approaches throughout the region. The
proposed project has three main elements:
●

Development of watershed sediment reuse strategies - This will involve working with
flood control agency partners, regulatory agency partners, restoration practitioners, and
other stakeholders in North and South Bay to develop strategies for increasing beneficial
reuse of sediment removed from flood control channels for bayland and watershed
restoration/enhancement projects (e.g., spawning gravel augmentation). This will also
involve advancing SediMatch as a key regional resource for connecting those with
watershed sediment with those that need sediment for watershed and bayland
restoration projects.

●

Advancing efforts to re-establish creek-bayland connections - This will involve working
with local agency partners, restoration practitioners, community members, and other
stakeholders in the North Bay and East Bay to move forward restoration planning that is
focused on restoring tidal marsh habitat and establishing connections to allow creeks to
drain directly on to tidal marshes, thereby delivering sediment that can support long-term
resilience under a rising sea level.

●

Analysis of future watershed sediment dynamics and ecosystem conditions under a
changing climate - This will involve working with flood control agency and municipal
partners in North and South Bay on developing a detailed understanding of watershed
flow, sediment supply, erosion/deposition dynamics, and associated ecosystem
conditions for a range of climate futures and watershed management/restoration
scenarios. This will include assessing how watershed management actions such as
green stormwater infrastructure (GSI) implementation, floodplain/wetland restoration,
and reservoir flow releases can be implemented to achieve flows and sediment transport
dynamics that are beneficial to both channel-floodplain corridors and downstream
baylands.

