MINUTES
Wildcat-San Pablo Creeks Watershed Council
January 31, 2019
10am – 12pm
Attendance: Peter Mangarella, Ann Riley, Amanda Booth, Josh Bradt, Anthony Falzone,
Emanuel Peterson, Bruce Beyaert, Tim Jensen, Dana d’Angelo, Erik Stromberg,
RonalynNonato, Nathan Bickart et al, Sean Dougan, Adele Ho, Jesse Alberto, John
Steere, Jonah Landor-Yamasata, Princess Robinson, Jesse Alberto, Luis Rodriguez, AluGi,
and Erica Nunez, and Helen Fitanides
1. Introductions –Tim Jensen began the meeting at 10:04am.
2. EBRPD Trail Standards—Adele Ho gave a little background on the issue (letter
included after notes). Sean Dougan said that the trail width standards go back to the
land use plan of the individual park. 20 feet may be a little wide. No one likes the work
they do on the land at the time they do it, but they are in the long game. Strategic fire
routes such as this trail must be at least 10 feet in width (and in other places there is a
14-foot minimum). There is no stated maximum width. Trails do get narrower over time,
and they are trying to minimize the number of times that they have to come back out
and re-make the trail. There were efforts to hydroseed the edges of thisparticular trail
to reduce the width.
Ann Riley asked whether the document stating a minimum width but no maximum
could be amended to include a maximum. Sean said that is it a CEQA document and
would be very difficult to amend. Riley suggested a letter from the Council to the park
district asking the district to use trail widths between 10 and 15 feet.
Riley made a motion that the Council send a letter to the park district to summarize our
concerns. Princess Robinson seconded the motion. The motion passed.
3. Wildcat Creek Trail at Richmond Parkway—Sean Dougan reported that the section of
trail that goes under the Richmond Parkway has flooded for many years and was
designated a wetland. The East Bay Regional Park District has removed the silt and
vegetation that had accumulated. The plan is to build an overcrossing at that location.
They will need a 400-foot easement to build the bridge. There is no funding for this
project at the moment, although Measure J is a possibility. They have an MOU with
Union Pacific Railroad. Going forward, the silt will be cleared regularly until the bridge
can be built.
Nathan Bickartinquired about the status of the section of trail upstream of Verde
Elementary. Jesse Alberto said that they are installing another chain link fence in the
coming days, but he’s not sure about next steps. Sean Dougan said that he will look into
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it and report back to the Council. Update: On 2/6 FCD was notified by Britt Thornes of
EBRPD that the new chain link gate is up.
4. CUSP—Emanuel Peterson reported that the Streamside Management Program for
Landowners (SMPL) pamphlet is finished and ready to be distributed to homeowners on
creek property in Contra Costa County. It focuses on native California vegetation, and
they hope to expand to include Alameda County in the future. They have a workshop
coming up on Feb 21 in Concord on restoring streams in difficult urban settings using
soil bioengineering techniques, taught by Riley. Sign-ups for the workshop will end on
Feb 7th. A second workshop will be held in Wanlass Park on Feb 28 to demonstrate
restoration techniques, working with AmeriCorps. AmeriCorps workers are also able to
assist with creek projects all over Contra Costa County.Both workshops will include a
station on water quality monitoring. They are also working on a website and Facebook
page and looking forward to connecting with Council groups when they are up and
running.
Emanuel is a former employee with The Watershed Project, working in the Greening
Urban Watersheds and Education programs. He is currently attending Cal State East Bay
in Hayward and was born and raised in Richmond.
Tim Jensen mentioned that Watershed Day at the Capitol is April 10th – save the date!
5.Urban Tilth—Nathan reported that the farm project plans (including rain gardens)
have been approved by CEQA. Urban Tilth has been partnering with Restoration Design
Group, East Bay Regional Parks District, and Contra Costa County Flood Control District
on different sections of Wildcat Creek throughout the watershed.
Riley reported that through the 1970s Wildcat Creek had a lot of cottonwoods, while
San Pablo historically had more sycamores. Flood years help the cottonwood forests
regenerate.
Princess Robinson reported that she engaged residents in fun stewardship-related
activities as part of the Watershed Basins and Relations Program. Last year they
received funding to do a North Richmond Visions Plan, focusing on the section of
Wildcat Creek Trail near Verde Elementary School. She thinks the trail should have
benches, trash cans, and other features found on other local trails. She has a goal of
completing 100 surveys with North Richmond residents, and she has 43 so far.At their
recent MLK Day event they filled up a 40 by 40 footdumpster with trash and debris from
the ditches on Fred Jackson Way, where they also found a lot of frog eggs.
Riley said that about 4 inches of sediment that had accumulated in the Wildcat Creek
channel in 2017 was cleared naturally in 2018. Emanuel is the contact if anyone is
interested in learning to do channel surveys.
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6.SPAWNERS—Helen Fitanides reported that SPAWNERS’ 2018 stats included over 700
volunteer hours, 500 cubic feet of invasive plants removed, and over 300 gallons of
trash removed from their riparian projects. They held a volunteer appreciation work
party in December. They are working with Waldorf and Sheldon Schools this year,
including service learning events at their Wilkie Creek restoration site as well as in-class
visits. Angela Pai of the California Center for Natural History is giving a talk on February
6 on California native ferns; it will be from 7-8pm at the Richmond Elks Lodge. Save the
date for SPAWNERS Earth Day on Saturday April 20.
7.The Watershed Project—Helen reported that MLK Day on the Richmond Greenway
was a success, and they also did a cleanup in Meeker Slough. They are continuing work
on water needs assessments in North Richmond. They are also beginning to work on a
database for all water quality data collected in Contra Costa County (past and present)
with Intelligent Ecosystems Institute. This project is funded by the Rose Foundation and
California EPA.
The Watershed Project is hiring for an Outreach and Restoration Coordinator – more
information here: www.thewatershedproject.org/green-careers/
8.SFEP—Josh Bradt reported that theBay Area Watershed Network is issuing a save the
date for May 3rd for their annual meeting, focusing on homelessness and the impact to
creeks. Also, the Coastal Conservancy Prop 1 solicitation is out, and SFEP is interested in
doing a retrofit on the green spine in North Richmond.
9.City of San Pablo—Amanda Booth reported on the following projects:
·
Wildcat Creek Restoration and Trail Project- Design is complete and now we are
just waiting on agreements from regulatory agencies. The City expects these to be
finalized by the end of February. Construction is expected to start late spring.
·
El Portal Greening- Project is currently on hold due to staffing. Should still be
completed in 2019 (it’s only a 6-8 week project).
·
Rumrill Complete Streets- Project is at the 95% design stage, there have been
some delays due to utility conflicts with PG&E. Construction is expected Fall 2019, and
will hopefully end by the end of 2020.
Upcoming Plans/Projects:
·
Green Infrastructure Plan- The City is currently working on their GI Plan and will
present to this Council next meeting.
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·
Prop 68 Grant- The City is planning on applying for Prop 68 funding for a park at
2600 Moraga. This site is adjacent to Rheem Creek and may be able to include some
drainage/creek aspects. More to come.
·
Prop 1 State Coastal Conservancy – The City is reviewing this grant opportunity for
potential projects. The City may apply for a project in their GI Plan.
·
CNRA Urban Greening – The City is reviewing this grant opportunity for potential
projects. The City may apply for a project in their GI Plan.
10.Plaza San Pablo—Amanda Booth covered this in her report.
11. City of Richmond—City of Richmond did not have a report.
12. County Watershed Program—John Steere reported that the Green Infrastructure
plan is in progress, and they are looking at doing two projects per year, although funding
has not been located yet. They are looking into creating aGreen Benefits District for
North Richmond, which would help facilitate partnerships for funding green
infrastructure in the area. Phase 1 of the North Richmond Watershed Connections
Project (including the adopt-a-tree and Fred Jackson Way rain gardens projects) is with
the State Board right now. They are also looking into the feasibility of creating a trail
that will connect San Pablo Avenue to the Bay Trail.
13.Flood Control–Tim Jensen said there was nothing new to report that hadn’t already
been covered.
14. Wildcat Creek Fish Ladder Subcommittee—Peter Mangarella reported that they
have been monitoring sediment accumulation in the fish ladder after large storms. Large
materials are removed at this time as well. The Jan. 16 storm event brought 300cfs and
a lot of woody debris that blocked the channel, which have subsequently been removed
with the help of Flood Control. They will make a report at the end of the year about the
success and feasibility of the maintenance and monitoring program.
15.Financial subcommittee—The grant spreadsheet now on website under Financial
Subcommittee page; it updates live but you need to contact Helen for editing access.
There is a call for concepts for the Urban Greening Grant due Feb. 24.
The next call-in meeting of the Financial Subcommittee isFeb. 21 from 10-11am. Contact
Helen at helen@thewatershedproject.org if you’d like to be added to the e-list for this
subcommittee.
16. New Items / Other Roundtable Reports—Adele reported that the Contra Costa
Watershed Stormwater Resources Plan is now final and has been submitted to the state.
There is a project viewer tool to navigate the submitted projects that will go up on the
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county website next week. Changes or updates to projects can be submitted to each
jurisdiction; in this way it will be a living document.
17. NEXT MEETING: Thursday March 21 from 10am-noon

5

